DESCRIPTION 


OF  THE 


OF 


TEKCNTESSEE. 


NASHVILLE: 

B.  E.  m’kENNIE  & 00.,  PEINTEES. 

1 854. 


PREFACE. 


State  Capitol, 

Nashville,  Tennessee. 

In  offering  the  following  compilation  of  facts 
and  figures,  concerning  their  own  beautiful 
State  Capitol,  to  the  good  people  of  Tennessee, 
the  compiler  prefers  no  claim  to  literary  merit. 
Having  some  leisure  hours,  in  a situation  with- 
in the  State  House,  (that  of  waiting  on  visitors 
and  showing  them  throughout  the  building,) 
it  occured  to  him  that  an  accurate  description 
of  this  magnificent  Temple  — of  which  Tennes- 
seans may  so  justly  boast  and  be  proud  of — 
would  be  generally  interesting;  and  that  he 
could  not  much  better  employ  those  leisure 
hours  than  in  grouping  together,  in  pamphlet 
form,  its  history,  dimensions,  progress,  cost, 
&c.,  &c.  Hence  this  effort.  Receive  it  Ten- 
nesseans, in  the  spirit  in  which  it  is  written,  an 
humble  tribute  to  the  magnanimity  and  liberal-  j 
ity  of  your  State,  which  has  reared  this  struc- 
ture, destined,  in  future  ages,  to  mark  an  era  in  | 
the  history  of  Architecture  in  the  new  world,  as 
the  Pantheon  or  Colliseum  has  iu  the  old. 


GEORGE  DARDIS, 

Porter  State  Capitol. 


si  sis  eamoj. 


The  site  for  this  building  is,  perhaps,  the  j 
j most  beautiful  in  the  world. 

Imagine  a hill  within  the  centre  of  a city, 
j rising  in  every  direction  to  the  height  of  197 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  Cumberland  river  | 
at  Nashville, — four  feet  of  its  crest  being  re- 
| moved  and  leaving  a plateau  of  solid  limestone 
for  the  construction  of  the  building. 

You  look  down  upon  the  city  beneath  your 
J feet,  and  the  prospect  beyond  on  all  sides  by  a 
far-distant  Amphitheatre  of  mountain  ranges. 

Rome,  from  her  seven  hills,  the  Athenian 
I Acropolis,  nor  the  Cape  of  Colonna,  affords  so 
j splendid  a site  for  an  Odeum. 

In  plan  an  elevation,  the  design  and  whole 
j character  of  the  Architecture  is  essentially 
Grecian,  consisting  of  a Doric  basement,  sup- 
I porting,  on  its  four  fronts,  porticos  of  the  Ionic 
j order,  taken  from  the  example  of  the  Erec- 
j theum  at  Athens. 
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In  the  centre  of  the  building,  rises  a Tower 
j above  the  roof,  to  the  height  of  80  feet ; the 
j superstructure  of  which  is  after  the  order  of  the 
Choragic  monument  of  Lysicrates  at  Athens. 

The  whole  structure  is  composed  of  fossilla- 
ted  limestone,  hewn  and  chisseled  from  quar- 
ries in  the  neighborhood  of  Nashville,  the 
blocks  of  stone  weighing  from  six  to  ten  tons. 

The  various  chambers,  halls,  and  porticos  are 
arched  throughout.  The  rafters  of  the  roof 
are  of  wrought  iron,  having  a span  of  the 
whole  width  of  the  building,  being  supported 
by  the  interior  walls  at  the  North  end,  and  by 
the  columns  of  the  Southern  division  of  the 
building,  the  whole  covered  by  thick  sheets  of 
copper.  In  plan  the  basement  story  is  inter- 
sected by  longitudinal  and  transverse  halls  of 
wide  dimensions,  to  the  right  of  and  left  of 
which  large  and  commodious  rooms  are  to  be 
appropriated  to  the  uses  of  the  Governor, 
Supreme  Court,  Secretary  of  State,  Federal 
Court,  &o.,  &c. 

The  crypt,  or  cellar  story,  in  part,  is  to  be 
used  as  a depository  of  arms. 

From  the  great  central  hall,  you  approach 
the  principal  story  by  a double  flight  of  stairs, 
which  leads  to  the  chambers  of  the  Senate  and 
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House  of  Representatives,  to  the  Library,  and  j 
to  the  other  rooms  in  connection  therewith. 

The  Committee  rooms  of  the  House  are  dis-  I 
Lposed  on  the  same  floor,  to  the  right  and  left,  I 
communicating  immediately  with  it  and  the  ; 

! lobbies;  over  these  rooms  the  galleries  are  ! 
i placed. 

Flanking  the  public  hall,  private  stairways 
| are  constructed,  leading  from  the  crypt  to  the 
I various  stories  — and  to  the  roof. 

A geometrical  stairway  leads  from  the  level 
| of  the  roof  to  the  top  of  the  tower;  where 
you  land  upon  an  arched  platform  which  is  in- 
j tended  for  an  Observatory.  The  tower  is  built 
i up  from  the  foundation  of  solid  stone,  contain- 
| in  g four  niches  in  the  basement  and  eight  in 
the  principal  story,  with  spacious  halls  leading 
to  the  right  and  left.  The  principal  stairway, 
which  is  thirty  feet  in  width,  leads  from  the 
centre  of  the  building  to  the  Hall  of  Represen- 
tatives, Senate  Chamber,  and  Library. 

| The  Hall  of  Representatives  contains  sixteen 
| fluted  columns  of  the  Roman  Ionic  order  two 
I feet  eight  inches  in  diameter,  and  twenty-one  j 
1 feet  ten  inches  in  height,  from  the  level  of  j 
j the  galleries  over  the  committee  rooms.  The 
1 shafts  of  these  columns  are  all  in  one  piece. 
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A chief  beauty  and  convenience  in  the  design 
ot  the  principal  story,  so  much  superior  to  the 
plan  of  the  Capitol  at  Washington,  is,  that  the 
Committee  rooms  are  on  the  same  plan  with, 
and  surrounding  the  Hall  of  Representatives ; 
the  dimensions  of  this  room  are  100  feet  by 
70  — height  of  ceiling  from  floor,  40  feet. 

the  forum  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
consists  ofa  semi-circular  platform  three  feet  in 
height,  forming  three  steps,  upon  which  there 
is  a screen  of  East  Tennessee  variegated  mar- 
ble, thirteen  feet  in  height,  twelve  feet  wide 
and  one  foot  in  thiekness;  on  the  top  of  which 
is  a cornice  and  blocking  course,  surmounted 
by  an  eagle  resting  upon  a shield  of  cast  iron,  . 
bronzed  and  gilt.  One  foot  from  each  end  of 
the  screen  on  a die  of  black  marble,  the  Ro- 
man Fasces  are  placed,  which  are  of  beautiful 
variegated  East  Tennessee  marble,  one  foot 
two  inches  in  diameter  and  ten  feet  iu  height. 

The  Senate  chamber  is  of  an  oblong  form 
thirty  five  by  seventy  feet,  having  pilasters  of 
the  Ionic  order  with  a full  entablature;  the 
ceiling  of  this  room  is  formed  into  radiating 
panel,  or  lacunaria  and  is  forty-three  feet  in 
height.  There  is  a gallery  of  twelve  feet  in 
width  on  three  sides  of  the  room,  supported 


by  twelve  columns  of  variegated  East  Tennes- 
see marble,  with  white  capitals  and  black  bases  ! 
from  the  Erectheum.  The  forum  in  this  room  | 
consists  of  a platform  of  two  steps ; the  ap-  | 
pealers1  and  clerks’  desks  are  of  fine  East  Ten- 
nessee marble.  j 

The  Library  is  immediately  opposite  the  ; 
Senate,  and  is  35  by  35  feet ; on  each  side, 
j there  are  Committee  rooms,  communicating. 
Over  the  arches  of  these  rooms,  are  alcoves 
for  books,  papers,  and  archives  of  the  State ; 
the  doors  and  windows,  which  are  of  a large 
size,  are  all  of  solid  white  oak  moulded,  pan-  j 
nelled  aud  ornamented  with  devices;  the  win- 
dows are  all  double,  divided  by  stone  pilasters, 
enriched  with  consoles,  ovolo,  and  spears. 

All  the  floors  are  groin  arched  and  flagged  ; 
with  rubbed  stone;  hanging  stone  steps  through-  j 
out  the  building.  The  building  stands  upon  a . 
rusticated  basement  eighteen  feet  in  height, 
which  is  tooled  on  all  fronts,  and  the  super- 
■f  structure  is  of  rubbed  stone  inside  and  out ; all 
the  walls  of  the  foundations  are  seven  feet  in 
thickness,  and  those  of  the  superstructure  four 
feet  six  inches. 

The  building  is  in  the  form  of  a parallelo-  j 
,1  gram,  140  feet  by  270,  surrounded  by  a terrace 
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17  feet  in  width  and  6 feet  in  height,  flagged 
I wikh  stone,  with  flights,  of  steps  in  the  centre  of 
each  front,  opposite  the  doors  of  entrance. 

There  are  28  fluted  columns,  four  feet  eight 
inches  in  diameter,  ornamenting  the  four  por- 
ticos with  the  most  elaborately  wrought  capi- 
tals; the  north  and  south  porticos  are  finished 
with  pediments  containing  ceilings  of  stonei 
and  the  east  and  west  porticos  are  surmounted 
by  parapets ; those  ot  the  north  and  south  are 
Octo-style,  and  those  of  the  east  and  west  Hex- 
astyle.  The  columns  of  the  principal  story 
rests  upon  basis  six  feet  square. 

The  water  is  conveyed  from  the  gutters  of 
the  roof  by  means  of  cast  iron  pipes,  eight 
inches  in  diameter,  buried  in  the  walls.  The 
glass,  which  is  of  double  thickness,  is  of  a su- 
perior quality,  and  was  made  at  the  works 
near  Knoxville,  East  Tennessee;  indeed,  all 
the  materials  are  furnished  by  the  State  of 
Tennessee.  The  whole  building  will  be  heated 
with  furnaces  communicating  with  hot  air  flues 
within  the  walls. 


